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I hereby certify that this correspondence and all marked 
attachments are being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, on 
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July 12, 2006 
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BALL ENDMILL 



December 21, 2007 



Examiner 



Sara Addisu 
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^yYasuo Muramatsu, Reg. No. 38,1 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is a * in the above-identified utility application. 

0 An extension of time to respond for one month(s) is hereby requested. 
Time Extension Fee: 



Enclosed are: 

(X) Information Disclosure Statement with PTO-1449 form, EPO Search Report & two references. 
(X) Return prepaid postcard. 



0 
0 

0 



one month ($120 large entity) 
two months ($460 large entity) 



three months ($1050 large entity) 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Hon. Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, 
enclosed is a form PTO-144 9 listing two references relevant to the 
subject matter of the above -identified application. A copy of each 
of the references is also enclosed herewith. 

This information disclosure statement is filed after the 
mailing of the first office action on the merits. However, each 
item of the prior art information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in the communication from the 
European Patent Office in the counterpart European patent 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement thus, no fee is required under 37 
CFR 1.97(c) (1) and (e) . A copy of the search report made by 
European Patent Office in the counterpart European case is also 



Serial No. : 10/586,002 
Filed : July 12, 2006 



enclosed herewith. An English abstract of the Japanese Patent 
Publication No. JP 2-303707 is also submitted. 

REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests that the references disclosed 
in the statement be considered in the substantive examination of 
this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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